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The publication of this document was supported by the Georgia 

Environmental Protection Divsion and was financed in part through a grant 

from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under the provisions 

of Section 319(h) of the Federal Water Pollution Act, as amended. 

“People loved the super hero themed t-shirts! It really made 

them feel proud of themselves for doing something good for 

their water and their community.” - Alexa Robinson, City of Griffin

“students were excited about cleaning up the trash in our watershed 

and will be more likely to spread their awareness to their friends 

and family.” - Tabitha Potter, Discovery High School Environmental club

“Locals and several students from out of town were exposed 

to exactly how much trash makes it on to our beaches.” 

- Luke Roberson, UGA Marine Extension and GA Sea Grant



Annual  Report

2019

create awareness of, and 

involvement in, the protection 

of Georgia’s water resources 

through waterway cleanups.

Our Mission



Message From the Chair

Holy Plastic pollution! Our 2019 River Cleanups Saved the Day!

Rivers Alive organizers and volunteers did it again. They came together in their 

communities and cleaned up over 1,200 miles of Georgia’s waterways in 2019. The 

dedication and commitment of our participants continues to inspire and motivate 

me. Our statewide river cleanup program is now in its 22nd year. Many of our 

current organizers and volunteers grew up helping with cleanups in their 

hometowns and continue to give their time and energy to protecting local 

waterways.

This important work never ends. Trash and debris continue to accumulate in 

our creeks and rivers and, slowly over time, flow downstream to our oceans. 

Plastic bottles, bags, and packaging float in the water and break down into 

microplastics which are ingested by aquatic animals and become part of the 

food chain. It is important that we bring our children to Rivers Alive cleanups 

so they can learn to love and protect their local waters and carry on this 

vital necessary tradition. So they can see where trash ends up if not recycled 

and disposed of properly. So they too can influence others to change bad 

habits and become part of the solution, not the problem. 

Thank you to all our organizers, volunteers, and sponsors for leading the way!

Gina Rogers

Rivers Alive Chair

Meanwhile, back at the riverbank . . .



Plastic 

grocery bags

4,023

some unique items included A camel pool toy, lawn mower, 

little league trophy, satellite dish, and scooters!

Plastic 

bottles

16,217

Beverage 

cans

12,973
Items Found 

29,033
Cigarette 

butts

Glass 

bottles

7,879 Tires

2,098



This year we provided our local organizers with resources like trash bags and Field data forms, as well as 

safety information and waiver forms. The annual awards ceremony continues to celebrate the outstanding 

efforts of cleanup organizers. Rivers Alive staff and board members joined organized paddle trips around 

the state promoting cleanups and spreading awareness among citizens about how trash affects our rivers. 

Event  coordination  &  outreach

100% of state level donations were distributed to support cleanup groups. However, groups still rely on 

local sponsors to provide extra trash bags, gloves, first aid kits, and other materials. Additionally, some 

groups procured contributions of food and other refreshments for their hard working volunteers. Many 

also found additional funding to purchase extra Rivers Alive t-shirts to ensure that all cleanup volunteers 

received a shirt. 

fundraising

The best way we can show our appreciation to volunteers is through our Rivers Alive t-shirt! Some of our 

volunteers own all 21 designs that have been produced over the years. This year’s design was created by artist, 

Amy Podonsky. Amy’s design was printed on over 10,000 shirts!

 t-shirts

For years, Rivers Alive has assembled volunteers across the state to defend Georgia’s waterways from 

debris and other pollutants. The theme for 2019, “Not all heroes wear capes”, celebrates the volunteers 

who suit up and answer the call to make a difference within their watershed. Resources we made available 

this year: 

•	 - Rivers Alive education poster included classroom activities adapted from Ocean Conservancy and 

NOAA’s Talking Trash & Taking Action guide to increase student understanding of marine debris sources, 

composition, and decomposition. 

•	 - Rivers Alive bookmarks featuring River of Words art and poetry from Georgia students. 

•	 - Quarterly e-newsletters to keep organizers and sponsors up-to-date on news and activities.

Education  &  Messaging
Committee  Reports



106,042

76,723

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Volunteer hours

952,619

534,499

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Pounds of Debris

2,154

1,294

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Miles Cleaned

25,976 25,219

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Number of Volunteers

Cleanup Stats
2009 - 2019



In the Spotlight

On an early September morning, the City of Alpharetta and Alpharetta Natural 

Resources Commission hosted their 31st annual cleanup event, Alpharetta Rivers 

Alive. 142 volunteers assembled at Rock Mill Park to remove litter and debris. 

Throughout the course of four hours, 2,000 pounds of debris were removed from 

three wetland areas, two bioretention areas and six miles of roadways. Volunteer 

efforts included litter pickup, native plantings, storm drain stenciling, and distributing 

outreach door hangers highlighting the importance of picking up pet waste.

As a “thank you” for their conservation efforts, volunteers received this year’s 

Rivers Alive t-shirt, and with local support from DataScan and The Great Harvest 

Bread Company, the organizing group was able to provide an assortment of breakfast 

pastries along with tools, plants, and signage for the event! 

Thank you, City of Alpharetta and Alpharetta Natural Resources Commission for your 

partnership, continuous support, and loyal stewardship to our waterways! 

City of Alpharetta and Alpharetta Natural 
Resources Commission



“Rivers Alive is a tradition in our community. It is always a well attended 

event and inspires volunteers to do additional cleanups throughout 

the year.” - Stacee Farrell, Keep Athens-Clarke county Beautiful

“The students got to see first hand 

the impact that they can make.” 

- Lindsey Sanders, youth leadership 

henry cleanup event

“We got people thinking about their role, where they live and travel 

to and how far reaching the impacts are when litter accumulates in 

our waterways.” - Mike Kahle, Cobb County Watershed Stewardship

Super Volunteers



Reflecting on 2019, the cleanup season proved to be successful 

once again. Rivers Alive saw an increased turnout of volunteers 

and number of cleanup events throughout the state. With more 

boots on the ground, more trash and debris were removed from 

1,294 miles of waterways - an impressive 534,499 pounds! We are 

certain that none of this would have been achieved without the 

hard work and dedication of volunteers and organizers that 

put forth this effort, and the sponsors that helped support 

cleanups. 

Using our 2020 vision for the year, we want to know, “how do 

you envision a cleaner future”? Rivers Alive encourages everyone 

to strive for "healthy communities and healthy watersheds". 

We hope to see new and returning organizers and volunteers, 

continued outreach and education about our water resources, 

promotion of environmental stewardship, and the protection 

and preservation of Georgia’s waterways. We hope you join us 

for another year of Rivers Alive! 

2020 Vision



Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 1462 East 

Atlanta, GA 30334    

404-651-8514

To Learn more or to volunteer 

as an organizer, participant, or 

sponsor please visit

Riversalive.georgia.gov



 Our  Board  of  
Directors  Represent

Keep Liberty County Beautiful 

Jones Day

Brown and Caldwell

Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful 

City of Atlanta

Environmental Protection Divsion

Perdue Farms, Inc.

Southern Environmental Law CenteR

Cobb County Water System

Georgia Water Coalition

Georgia Wildlife Federation

Atlanta Regional Commission Metropolitan

North Georgia Water Planning District

Georgia Power Company

Kazmerek Mowrey Cloud Laseter LLP

Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation 

Augusta Utilities

A Terracon Company

Southwire Company

Burns & McDonnelL 
ERM

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

ESG Operations, Inc.  

Eversheds Sutherland

GEC

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.

Georgia Section American Water 

Works Association  

Goodwyn Mills & Cawood, Inc. 

Kazmarek Mowrey Cloud Laseter LLP

Springer Mountain Farms

additional support from

International Paper

Georgia Power Company

Southwire Company
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Jones Day
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2019  SponsorsThank  You! 


