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Our Mission:
To create awareness of
and involvement in the
protection of Georgia's
water resources through
waterway cleanups.




From the Riverg Alive Board Chair ...

Thanks once again to all of our organizers, volunteers, and sponsors for another
successful series of clean-ups throughout 2017. From the Altamaha to the
Withlacoochee, Georgians statewide continue to make a difference in keeping
our Rivers Alive. Together, over 26,500 of you spent more than 80,000 hours
removing in excess of 420,000 pounds from Georgia’s streams, lakes, rivers, and
coastline. GREAT WORK! In 2018 and beyond, the Advisory Board and | hope
you continue to show your love for Georgia and our valuable water resources

by continuing to participate in cleanups where you live, work, and play.
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Riverg Alive Committee Reports

Education & Messaging

The theme for 2017, “I v Georgia,” highlighted the importance of preserving the 70,250
miles of rivers and coastline that make up Georgia’s waterways, as well as the many
services they provide. Engaging people in their local waterways allows them to build a
stronger connection to their natural environment and understand the direct impact of
their behaviors. Seeing the condition of these streams before and after proves that even
small numbers can yield tremendous results! Thank you for your continued support in this
effort.

Resources we made available:

* Rivers Alive education poster included a classroom activity on the back, The
Watershed Tarp, to increase students’ awareness of non-point source pollutfion in
their watershed

* Rivers Alive bookmarks featuring River of Words art and poetry from Georgia
students

* Quarterly e-newsletters to keep cleanup organizers and sponsors up-to-date on
news and activities

Event Coordination & Outreach

This year we provided our local organizers with resources, like trash bags and a land and
paddle guide, as well as safety information and waiver forms. The awards ceremony
confinues to help celebrate the oufstanding efforts of Georgia’s cleanup organizers.
Rivers Alive volunteers joined organized paddle frips around the state promoting cleanups
and spreading awareness among other citizens about how everyday frash affects our
rivers.

Fundraising

100% of state level donations were distributed to support cleanup groups. Groups also rely
on local sponsors to provide trash bags, gloves, insect repellent and first aid kits. Some get
conftributions of refreshments and food. Many find additional funding to purchase extra
Rivers Alive T-shirts for their cleanup volunteers.

T-Shirts
Once again, our most coveted “Thank You” to our volunteers comes in the form of our
Rivers Alive T-shirt. Some volunteers have collected all 19 shirts ever produced!
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The Spotlight is on
Attracting Local Sponsorship

Rivers Alive is dependent on corporate sponsorship to support cleanups across the
state. However, many local programs have found ways to attract their own
sponsorship, primarily through in kind support.

This year, in-kind support came in the form of food and drinks, trash bags, gloves and
trash grabbers. Cleanups received first aid kits, bug spray, sunscreen, sanitation
products and even safety vests. Some organizers reported receiving prizes to
incentivize volunteer participation, highlighting the most unusual item found or the most
trash removed. Waterway cleanups found immediate partners with local outfitters, who
provided free kayaks and canoes for volunteers to access hard to reach trash. Likewise,
many local parks waived parking fees and provided shelters for participants. Without a
doubt, the single biggest support came from local governments helping to collect and
haul off the trash, dropping off dumpsters and taking care of tire disposal. Many local
governments even footed the bill for extra t-shirts, and some paid for all the shirts for their
volunteers. Local utilities even provided free advertisements, one estimated at a value
in excess of $13,000!

The total value of this in-kind support would be hard to calculate, but a quick review of
the 2017 results indicates it was in the tens of thousands of dollars, maybe even
matching or exceeding the total support Rivers Alive receives from state level sponsors.
The common thread in all of this is--if you ask, you never know what you might receive.
We recommend all organizers consider reaching out to request local support of your
efforts. Businesses appreciate being associated with “feel-good” activities, and there
aren’t too many that can top a Rivers Alive cleanup.

Good luck in 2018 reaching out to new partners to help clean our rivers, lakes and
coastal waters!
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To find out more and to volunteer as an Organizer,
Participant or Sponsor please visit:

RiversAlive.Georgia.gov

Georgia EPD, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Ste. 1462 E
Atlanta, GA 30334 404-651-8514




Thank Vou, 2071# Sponsors!

Georgia Power Company
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Golder Associates
Perdue Farms, Inc.
Southwire Company
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
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Alston & Bird LLP
Burns & McDonnell
Dalton Utilities
Engineering303 LLC
Eversheds Sutherland
Georgia Assoc. of Water Professionals
Geosyntec
Jones Day
Kazmarek Mowrey Cloud Laseter LLP
Premierindustrial Services LLC
Shaw Industries Group
Storm Water Systems

Our Board of Directors Repregent

Alston & Bird Georgia Wildlife Federation
Atlanta Regional Commission Jones Day
Augusta Utilities Keep Atlanta Beautiful
Brown and Caldwell Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation
Cobb County Water System Keep Liberty County Beautiful
Environmental Protection Division Oglethorpe Power Corporation
ERM Perdue Farms, Inc.

Georgia Power Company Southern Environmental Law Center
Georgia River Network




