Thank You, 2014 Sponsors!

Georgia Natural Resources Foundation
Georgia Power Company
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Coca-Cola Company
NewFields
Golder Associates
Jacobs Engineering Group
Sutherland LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
EPS
McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Jones Day

With Additional Support From:
Black & Veatch

Dalton Utilities
Lynn Cobb

MEAG Power
Burns and McDonnell
Premier Industrial Services

Our Board of Directors Represent

Georgia Wildlife Federation
Keep Forsyth Co. Beautiful
Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation
Keep Liberty Beautiful
McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Purdue Farms, Inc.

So. Environmental Law Center

Alston & Bird LLP
Atlanta Regional Commission/MNGWPD
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
Cobb Co. Water System
ERM
GA Environmental Protection Division
Georgia Power Company
Georgia River Network
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"Rivers Alive on Lake Oconee has become a tradition in our community, Both adulls and students look
forwmﬂ/ to the event. and one school had 37 volunteers fﬁiyyeﬂ:ﬂ/ Teachers work with the students in

advance and after the c/eanu/; to reinforce the /earm’nﬂ experience. .
_emet Peswsen, Telks Deones Heter fesdh "“We had a /myer crowd fﬁiyyemﬂ and lots of enthusiasm. We shared information alout the

Ocnw@ee River, our area's wafem'ﬁe&[ and. e;(/a/ainep/ how impom‘anf Keepi@ our rivers ﬁﬂee and
clean of debris is for everyone. Participants are /ooéi@ forward to next year. ‘

—Cathy Phillips, Lake Dow Estates Community

TO find out more and to volunteer as an

Organizer, Participant or Sponsor please visit:

RiversAlive.org




In 2015 our numbers count . . .

Over the years, Rivers Alive has documented phenomenal numbers
for pounds of trash removed, river miles cleaned and the level
of participation from hundreds of thousands of volunteers.
These big picture numbers help tell the story of how Georgia
citizens make a difference, removing one piece of trash at a

time.

Now we want to focus on the journey trash takes in Georgia. We
know that tons of tinier pieces end up in our oceans and coastal
waters but where does it all come from? With your help, we can
gain a better understanding of how it travels and where it

starts.

So, for 2015, Rivers Alive challenges our cleanup organizers and
volunteers to take count and document, as best as possible, the
minutia, recording the diversity and variety of trash we remove

from our rivers, lakes and coastal waters.

Stay tuned for details so you can help us paint this more precise
watershed portrait in 2015. Let's get the WHOLE picture!

2014
Annual Report

nivers
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Our Mission:
To create awareness of
and involvement in the
protection of Georgia's
water resources through
waterway cleanups.




From the Chair of the Rivers Alive Board

With the help of numerous volunteers and sponsors, Rivers Alive, otherwise known
as Georgia’s Waterway Cleanup, lived up to its mission of creating awareness of
and involvement in the preservation of Georgia's water resources. During the
past 15 vyears, over 370 thousand volunteers from all walks of 1life have
contributed almost 1.4 million hours to remove 9.2 million pounds of trash from
26.3 thousand miles of streams, rivers, lakes, beaches and wetlands. That’s a
tremendous, positive impact on communities and the people who live there as well
as the plant and animal life that flourish in these ecosystems. Even in these
busy times, the Rivers Alive program shows no signs of slowing down. Commitment
to protecting Georgia’s valuable water resources grew 1in 2014, with more

volunteers collecting even more trash than the year before.

This annual report highlights the important work done to enhance Georgia’s
waterways during 2014. The accomplishments made could not have been realized
without the dedication of a diverse group of volunteers, including event
organizers and Advisory Board members. Our generous corporate and individual
sponsors have contributed to keeping this volunteer base strong and to enhancing
outreach and education efforts. Throughout the year, the dedicated contributors
to Rivers Alive are helping to keep our waterways he oday’s Georgians

and its citizens of tomorrow.

Not on@ does this event ﬁe//a clean ufp our coun@
wa ferw.@y, it ﬂﬁ'j/iuey us an oﬁﬁorﬁm@ to stress

the impo:ﬂfﬂnce of water conservation and. c/ean,
litter-free water. "

-Elaine Oakes
Keep Walton Beautiful




The Spotlight is on
Yvette Wise of the Town of Braselton

While scouting new areas to clean up, I kept noticing an area
across the street from a large distribution center where employees
would take breaks to smoke. I stopped to take a closer look because
I noticed trash in the bushes along the right of way. I was
horrified to see hundreds of cigarette butts, wrappers, and soda
cans all over the roadway and right-of-way areas. What was most
disturbing was the curb line inlets were practically clogged with
butts. And, it drains directly to a tributary stream of Mulberry
River! We cleaned up the area and estimated that over 1000
cigarette butts were removed. After the event, I contacted a
corporate representative with our results and photos. Within a few
weeks the company had designated a smoking/break area on their
property with trash and cigarette receptacles, thus eliminating a
problem site! This simple act of raising awareness within that
company made a huge impact on our

local watershed. The employees

probably didn’t realize that

their cigarette butts would end

up in the stream. If more

people understood how connected

we all are to the waterways,

maybe we could change behaviors

in more places.

A “No
Littering”
sign!

A love letter
and marriage
proposal!

A giant
tweety bird!

A plastic
dinosaur!

A horse saddle?




Rivers Alive Committee Reports

Education & Messaging

The theme for 2014, “Georgia’s Rivers Connect Us,” highlighted the many ways we
rely on clean water from agriculture to industry and from recreation to personal
consumption in our homes and offices. Georgia’s environment also depends on
clean water and whether it’s our coastal marshes and our North Georgia mountain
streams or our flora and fauna.

Resources we made available this year:

e Rivers Alive education posters highlighting the various uses of clean water
with a classroom activity on the back

e Rivers Alive bookmarks featuring River of Words art and poetry from Georgia
students

* Quarterly e-newsletters to keep cleanup organizers and sponsors up-to-date on
news and activities

Event Coordination & Outreach

In addition to providing trash bags, Rivers Alive provided reusable gloves through
a generous donation. A land and paddle guide as well as other resources, like safety
information and waiver forms, were made available for local organizers. The awards
ceremony continues to help celebrate the outstanding efforts of Georgia’s cleanup
organizers. Rivers Alive volunteers joined organized paddle trips around the state
promoting cleanups and spreading awareness among other citizens about how every day
trash affects our rivers.

Fundraising

100% of state level donations were distributed to support cleanup groups. Groups
also rely on local sponsors to provide trash bags, gloves, insect repellent and first
aid kits. Some get contributions of refreshments and food. Many find additional
funding to purchase extra Rivers Alive T-shirts for their cleanup volunteers.

T-shirts

Once again, our most coveted “thank you” to our volunteers
comes in the form of our Rivers Alive t-shirt. Some
volunteers have collected all 16 shirts ever produced!

1932

Estimated Miles Cleaned

Volunteer Hours

2005-2014
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Number of Events

Volunteers

Pounds of Trash Collected
(thousands)




